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R aymond T. Hartman, Jr., age 75, of Lebanon and formerly of Tennessee, went

to be with his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on Thursday, April 11, 2024.

Ray graduated from Springboro High School, class of ’66, where he played on the first official

football team. He honorably served in the United States Army during the Vietnam era. He earned
a Bachelor’s Degree in Education from the University of Dayton and a Master’s Degree in

Divinity from Asbury Theological Seminary. He retired from General Motors after 30 years of
service to the corporation. Following his retirement from GM, he served as a United Methodist
Church minister in Kentucky and Tennessee for an additional 15 years.

Ray was outgoing, talkative, caring, friendly, and nurturing. Growing up, he led singing and Bible
studies at church, ultimately becoming a minister in his later years. An avid reader, he greatly

enjoyed reading historical fiction, thriller novels, and, of course, the Bible. He especially enjoyed
reading the Jack Reacher thriller novels, which led to a special bond with his son due to their
mutual love of the series. He also enjoyed woodworking, scrolling through Facebook, and sports

of all sorts, especially the Atlanta Braves, the Tennessee Titans, and the University of Tennessee
teams. Ray had a competitive spirit, even with his grandchildren, and loved a fast-paced game of
ping pong. In addition, whenever getting together with family, he always looked forward to

playing the dice game Zilch and the card game Five Crowns. He also loved the traditional family
get-togethers during Christmas and the many outdoor barbecues when the weather was nice.

While he wasn’t the type to go on vacations, Ray was always proud that he made it to the Holy
Land. He was also proud of becoming a Methodist minister, whereby he left a steady job at GM
and followed his faith and love for the Lord to spread the word of God through his love and care

of people. Among many things, he will also be remembered for his collection of crosses and
nativity scenes.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Raymond and Dorothy Hartman, and one brother,
Mark Hartman. He is survived by his son, Nathan (Holly) Hartman; daughter, Emily (Neil) Art;
four grandchildren, Sydney Hartman, Spencer Hartman, Jordan Art, and Lily Art; three brothers,
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Michael (Susan) Hartman, Charles Hartman, and Robert (Amy) Hartman; three sisters, Jean
Hartman, Judy (Dan) Alexander, and Merry (Rick) Thornsburg; and several nieces, nephews,

cousins, extended family members, and close friends.

Private family services will be held at Miami Cemetery in Corwin. Stubbs-Conner Funeral Home

in Waynesville is serving the family. Condolences at www.stubbsconner.com.
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Tribute Wall Raymond T. Hartman Jr.

Linda April 26 at 2:41 PM

Jean and Family, Just watched the video after reading Jean's blog. What a kind, sweet man

he must have been. Love that the Word of God was so important to him. Praying for all of

you.

Stubbs-Conner  Funeral Home shared a Video.

April 13 at 4:24 PM

LI

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Hartman family.

April 23 at 5:42 PM

JA Jim  Allen posted:

In May, 2015, Ray graciously hosted 4 guys (3 preachers and a recovering attorney) on

motorcycles on their way to ride the Tale of the Dragon in eastern Tennessee. David Martin, Lee

Stephenson, Nolen Brunson and I had a great time catching up and being loved on by Ray. In

particular, I remember us all sitting around the kitchen table at his house, talking and laughing. He

had a huge heart. He will be missed by all that knew him.

April 18 at 1:36 PM

BD Bonnie Rigg-Daniel posted:

Uncle Ray, I will see you again! So many wonderful memories of you and Aunt Marilyn!

April 16 at 11:16 AM
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MK Michael Stevenes Kelley posted:

Today I learned that our dear friend Ray Hartman passed away. He was very instrumental in

helping me continue singing and doing ministry, and litterly saving my family. I was about to quit

one night after a show in Manchester, TN, and he took the stage and said let's pray for Michael

and his family. He encouraged me to continue, and I did. Later he introduced me to the fine folks

at the Plateau Pregnancy Center in Crossville, TN. I performed a fundraiser for them on several

occasions, and I reconnected with him there in Crossville, TN. I went on to entertain as a Guest

Entertainer with several cruise lines, along with a 3-year stint at a theater in Mountain View, AR.

When we left Mountain View the shows had dried up completely, and we were broke, in debt, and

with no job and no place to live. I remember Ray told me one time if you ever need a place to get

away to, I have a retreat place right outside of Knoxville. Just give me a call. So, I took him up on

that. I texted him to ask if we could stay at his place there in East TN for a little while, and within 10

seconds he called me, and asked when do you need a place to get away to? I said, "As soon as

possible." So, we headed to East TN. My minivan was literally breaking down and we were running

on fumes when we coasted into his driveway. He bought us food and he said, "I will take your car

to a mechanic" He paid for all of it. He put us up and allowed us to stay there for around 3 months

or so. It was a very low time in my life, and he was there to help us. I had my wife and 5 kids and a

baby on the way. We had our baby, Kathleen, while living in TN, and Ray allowed us to stay there

for an extra month or two. So, I want to say Ray Hartman was a man with a BIG HEART !!! He helped

the Kelley Family out tremendously. What an amazing man Ray Hartman was to me and my family,

and to so many other people. He will be missed.

April 12 at 10:57 AM

CO Connie posted:

So sorry to hear of Ray’s passing. We love knowing he is with Jesus, our only hope! Praying the

Lord is near and dear to you at this time and in the future. Rejoicing with you that Ray is with his

Saviour!Doug and Connie Schell

April 13 at 8:58 AM

JO

Drea  Peters April 13 at 11:05 AM

❤️

John posted:

We were neighbors of Rays in Wilmore, KY during our seminary days at Asbury. He was such a

kind soul—always willing to share with and serve others. Such a jovial man, and a please to share

life with. Rest in Glory now my friend!

April 12 at 4:50 PM

DP

PAGE 6 OF 10
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FW Faith Shelton Weltback posted:

I remember sooo many Wonderful times of going to Camp Maranatha and Sunday afternoons of

softball, volleyball etc. We played hard and enjoyed our time together having Bible Drills. The

Hartmans were a large part of that time of Growing Up. What a blast it was! I have no doubt that

Ray has been met by his Family and Friends and by his LORD JESUS CHRIST. Ray was a wonderful

man and sooo very LOVED! ❤️❤️❤️

April 12 at 4:28 PM

SN Sheri Nichols posted:

My name is Sheri Nichols. I run a pregnancy center in Crossville Tennessee one day while on the

phone with a gal that needed diapers. He was standing in my front room. I didn’t know who he

was. He had just walked in the door. I was trying to explain to her that I didn’t have the type of

diapers that she needed and he took out $100 bill and he waved it in the air and said here go buy

what you need.He was such a good friend. He just left me a message the other day and I meant

to return it now I’ll just wait till I see him in heaven. What a rejoicing that will be.He was on my board

of directors for years board chairman wonderful prayer supporter always encouraging me calling

me leaving me messages praying for the ministry. He will be missed, but I know where he is. I

loved him dearly.

April 12 at 4:22 PM

CT Cheryl Turner  posted:

My condolences to the Hartman family, my cousins Emily and Nathan and their families. Uncle Ray

was a one of a kind of guy, always fun to be around at family gatherings. I've always enjoyed

joking around with him throughout the years. As a new 16 year old driver, he would take me out for

drives and taught me how me how to accelerate thru the turn, I've never forgotten that.

April 12 at 3:40 PM

EF Erica  Fiessinger  lit a candle in honor of Raymond.

I will miss ray I was his housekeeper loved all the conversations we had even

knowing that he knew about the salvation army were I go for church . Such a

great man loved Jesus and all the people he would talk to . Rest easy ray until

we meet again

April 12 at 2:06 PM
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BS Bernardine Sheppard Sanders posted:

Ray worked with.my father Bernard Sheppard at GM. Ray also attended church and worked within

the church as my family grew up in.Ridgeville. Today Heaven has gained an Angel. Thank you for

your love influence and friendship to my family. Bernardine Sheppard Sanders 1978

April 12 at 2:05 PM

DB Debbie Bradford posted:

We are so sorry to hear of brother Rays passing. He was a fine minister of the Gospel. Preached

at Lewisburg Methodist Chapel and Cornersville First Methodist Church both in Tennessee. Love

Jimmy and Debbie BradfordRonnie and Lisa Wright

April 12 at 12:51 PM

GP Gail Perryman posted:

I met Bro Ray at a prayer meeting in Shelbyville TN and worked with him on Emmaus walks. He

was a very kind man who loved God and lived out his faith to the fullest. Condolences to his

family and friends. I’m so sorry for your loss.

April 12 at 12:19 PM

PH Phyllis Heitz posted:

I’m so sorry to hear about Ray’s death. My condolences and prayers are with all of you! 🙋‍♀️❤️🙏

Love to all of you! You all have made me a part of your family! Thank you!Phyllis Heitz

April 12 at 10:57 AM
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Stubbs-Conner  Funeral Home shared a Video. April 13 at 4:24 PM

Linda April 26 at 2:41 PM

Jean and Family, Just watched the video after reading Jean's blog. What a kind, sweet man

he must have been. Love that the Word of God was so important to him. Praying for all of

you.

LI
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Raymond by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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